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Debate: 

Trades or Colleges? 

Should success be 

defined by a 

degree or by skills 

and income 

potential? 

What impact will AI 

and automation have 

on white-collar jobs 

versus trade careers? 

Is college still 

worth the cost in 

today’s economy? 

What are the main 

advantages of going to 

college versus 

learning a trade? 

How can colleges and 

trade schools work 

together to meet 

modern workforce 

needs? 

 How do trade careers 

contribute to local 

economies compared to 

traditional college-

educated jobs?  

Is it better to be 

deeply specialized 

in one skill, or have 

general knowledge 

in many areas? 

How does college 

contribute to 

personal growth 

beyond just career 

training? 

If trades are in high 

demand and well-

paid, why do so 

many people still 

choose college? 

Are trades a faster 

and more cost-

effective path to a 

stable career? 

   

Are societal 

attitudes unfairly 

biased in favor of 

college over 

trades? 

How do automation 

and AI affect the 

future prospects of 

both college-educated 

and trade-skilled 

workers? 

Can you address the 

argument that many 

college graduates end 

up in debt without 

guaranteed jobs? 

Should high 

schools do more to 

promote trade 

careers as equal to 

college paths? 

Could combining 

trade skills with a 

college education 

be the best option?  

How should 

governments and 

industries respond 

to the skilled 

labor shortage? 

     

Is society 

overvaluing college 

degrees while 

undervaluing 

skilled trades? 

   

Should public policy 

shift funding from 

universities to 

vocational training 

programs? 

 

How can society 
better promote 
vocational 
education as a 
respected career? 
path? 

Is college still 

worth the cost 

in today’s 

economy? 

 

What are some 
misconceptions 
people have about 
vocational careers? 

What are the main 

advantages of 

going to college 

versus learning a 

trade? 

Do you think 

schools give 

enough 

information about 

trade careers? 

How does the 

education system 

influence students’ 

choices between 

trades and college? 

Which would you 

choose: earning 

money earlier in a 

trade, or studying 

longer for a degree? 

   

Who enters the 

workforce faster – a 

tradesperson or a 

college graduate? 

What happens 

when there's a 

shortage of skilled 

tradespeople in a 

community? 

Is stable income 

more likely with 

a trade or a 

college degree? 

 

Should more young 

people be encouraged 

to consider trades as a 

first option, not a 

fallback? 

 

Which careers are 

more resistant to 

automation and 

AI?   
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